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Atlanta Parks Department Statement:

“The City of Atlanta Parks Design Department views Park master plans as 
road maps that guide every phase of parks management from design to 
programming and maintenance. The review of Park Permitting & Design 
ensures high quality planning, design and construction standards for public 
use, enjoyment and safety. Our Vision is to make Atlanta the city of choice 
through exceptional spaces and memorable experiences that enrich the lives 
of residents and visitors while strengthening our communities. A City of 
Atlanta Department of Parks and Recreation stamp of approval and signature 
is required on all permit plan documents prior to permit submission to the 
City of Atlanta permitting office in the Office of Buildings. The submission 
of any proposed project in Freedom Park requires official letters of 
approval, review, stipulations and requirements for the City of Atlanta Parks 
and Recreation Department, including adherence to the NPU process for 
neighborhood engagement, and approval from the following departments 
including Arborist stamp, Site Development, Department of Watershed 
Management, Army Corps of Engineer, Bureau of Buildings, The Urban 
Design Commission, State and/or County authorities.”

109



To translate the outlined strategies into tangible outcomes,  the master plan identifies concrete “projects” or “actions” throughout the 
park’s geography. Project categorization methodology systematizes possible actions to guide the Conservancy towards implementation of 
improvements in a flexible and opportunistic manner. 

Plan organization uses the “wings” of the park to create five“PROJECT ZONES”, the sixth zone captures park as a whole.“PROJECT 
BUNDLES” are groupings of projects within each zone based on their logical inter-dependencies. Such inter-dependencies imply 
continuity of spacial characteristics and planning synergies of the bundle suggesting implementation on the same timeline. Bundling 
identifies the “big ideas” that help unlock the “reality-changing” potential of places within the park.

Because Freedom park is so integrated with the surrounding neighborhoods, institutional, and infrastructural adjacencies, a few 
projects outside the park boundaries proper were identified to leverage these adjacencies.  These projects should be considered 

in order to unlock opportunities benefiting future safety, access, programming, and character of the area as a whole. 

Each potential project is evaluated based on its ability to have multiple contributing qualities to the park’s future transformation. 
Together, these qualities create a“performance criteria bar” profile unique to each project. It consists of its potential to generate 
implementation partnerships within its political and planning context,  ability to improve bike and pedestrian circulation safety, 
its contribution to ecological richness of the park, its potential to attract various user groups with available activities, and create 
a memorable place. This profile is color-coded, to help make navigation through the long list of potential projects more visually 

intuitive.

FROM STRATEGIES TO ACTIONS

1.

2.

3.

PROJECTS “ZONES” AND “BUNDLES”

PROJECTS INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE PARK BOUNDARIES

PROJECTS PERFORMANCE CRITERIA COMPARISON

Framework for Tactical Project Deployment
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LEGEND

This map illustrates all site-specific recommendations of the master plan. In addition to the projects itemized below, park-wide improvements 
and programs have been identified to capture opportunities that transcend localized, and more self-contained interventions.

MASTER PLAN PROJECTS MAP

Park BoundaryProjects Inside Park Boundary

Projects Outside Park Boundary
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Zone I contains the north wing of the park entirely within the Poncey-Highland neighborhood boundaries. 
The driving ideas for the potential of park spaces in Zone I include the following:

•	 A PLACE OF CIVIC GATHERING
•	 PUBLIC NATURE OF PARK SPACES DUE TO ADJACENT PARKWAY
•	 HIDDEN CONNECTIVITY POTENTIAL ALONG THE WEST SIDE OF THE WING 

ZONE I: NORTH WING
Projects List

PROJECTS

112



ZONE I:  PROJECTS SUMMARY MAP
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ZONE I PROJECTS ENLARGEMENT MAP

Park Boundary
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Zone II contains the east wing of the park mostly in the Candler Park and Druid Hills neighborhood boundaries. 
The driving ideas for the potential of park spaces in Zone II include the following:

•	 BUILDING ON A TRANSECT OF URBAN NATURE EXPERIENCE FROM CREEK TO UPLAND MEADOW
•	 CREATING A SEQUENCE OF ART AND GARDEN ROOMS 
•	 EXPANDING ON THE HIERARCHY OF PATHS AND CREATING LOOPS TO EXPERIENCE NATURE AND ART

ZONE II: EAST WING
Projects List

PROJECTS
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ZONE II PROJECTS ENLARGEMENT MAP

Park Boundary
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Zone III encompasses the south wing of the park within the Inman Park neighborhood boundaries. 
The driving ideas for the potential of park spaces in Zone III include the following:

•	 A JOURNEY BETWEEN HISTORIC INFRASTRUCTURE GATEWAYS THROUGH A FOREST RESTORATION LANDSCAPE
•	 CELEBRATION OF INTIMATE CONNECTION BETWEEN NEIGHBORHOOD AND PARK 
 

ZONE III: SOUTH WING
Projects List

PROJECTS
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ZONE III ENLARGEMENT MAP

Park Boundary
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Zone IV falls within the West Wing of the park within the Fourth Ward neighborhood boundaries. 
The driving ideas for the potential of park spaces in Zone IV include the following:

•	  CAPITALIZE ON THE URBAN DAY-TO-NIGHT ENERGY OF THE WING
•	  A VIBRANT CITY STREET DEFINED BY ART AND LIGHT SURFACES
•	  THREE-DIMENSIONAL LOOPS THROUGH THE PARK AND NEIGHBORHOODS  VIA BRIDGES AND  TRAILS
•	  A CIVIC LINK OF INTERNATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

ZONE IV: WEST WING
Projects List

PROJECTS
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ZONE IV ENLARGEMENT MAP

Park Boundary

119



Zone V defines the central area of the park around the Carter Presidential Center at the boundaries of several neighborhoods.  
The driving ideas for the potential of park spaces in Zone V include the following:

•	  A 1-MILE BIKE/PEDESTRIAN “HEALTH LOOP” AROUND CARTER PRESIDENTIAL CENTER CAMPUS WITH SAFE CONNECTIONS  
       TO THE INTERIOR OF CPC AND RADIATING NEW CONNECTIONS TO THE NEIGHBORHOODS
•	  MAKE THE IMPLIED CENTER THE TRUE EXPERIENTIAL CENTER OF THE PARK 
•	  RAISE NATIONAL PROFILE OF THE PARK THROUGH THIS CENTER SPACE 

ZONE V: CENTRAL
Projects List

PROJECTS
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